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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE MEMORIAL DAY SPEECH 

1. AT MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE MAY 26 AT AMERICAN CEMETERY, 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MELCHOR READ SPEECH IN BEHALF OF PRESI- 
DENT CASTING-FOR THE OCCASION-RATHER TASTELESS ASPERSIONS 
ON ACTIONS OF AMERICANS SINCE WORLD WAR B. IN CONTESTING 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM. HE SAID, U.S. HAD SELF-RIGHTEOUSLY 
CONFRONTED THIRD WORLD LEADING ULTIMATELY TO "DENOUEMENT" 
IN INDOCHINA AND INCREASING ISOLATION OF US. US COULD 
REGAIN MORAL AUTHORITY BY RECOGNIZING PRINCIPLE OF SELF- 
RELIANCE AND SELF-DETERMINATION. SPEECH BEING SENT SEPTEL. 

2. AFTER CEREMONY COMPLETED, AMBASSADOR MADE POINT OF 
TELLING MELCHOR HE THOUGHT SPEECH WAS IN PARTICULARLY BAD 
TASTE. MELCHOR CLAIMED SPEECH HAS SIMPLY BEEN HANDED TO 
HIM TO READ PUBLICLY BECAUSE PRESIDENT NOT AVAILABLE. HE 
REITERATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT SPEECH HAD BEEN PREPARED 

BY PRESIDENT'S WRITERS FOR PRESIDENT. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH MELCHOR DISCLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR SPEECH, WE BELIEVE HE WAS THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH 
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DO SO, HE COULD HAVE ALTERED OR FUZZED MESSAGE. BY 
CHOOSING, INSTEAD, TO READ MESSAGE WITHOUT CHANGE, HE 
SET PRECEDENT OF INTRODUCING CONTENTIOUS ISSUE INTO 
CEREMONIES ANDS DSMAYED AUDIENCE GATHERED TO HONOR BOTH 
FILIPINOS AND AMERICANS. 

4. WE ASSUME SPEECH'S IDENTIFICATION OF PHILIPPINES WITH 
THIRD WORLD AND CHASTISEMENT OF AMERICAN FRIENDS INTENDED 
AS FURTHER WINDOW DRESSING FOR MARCOS' UPCOMING PEKING 
TRIP. 

PURNELL 
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